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an odd mixture of Hindoo peculiarities and European
improvements.'

VlJAYADASAMI

Navaratri, the nine nights, are ended, and the great day
of Victory dawns.

About 9 a.m. the Maharaja, after prescribed ceremonies,
rides on the State charger from the palace inner to the
outer courtyard, and sits on the Bhadrasanam (the
* auspicious throne/ used for minor ceremonies), under a
canopy with royal insignia. He again offers fiuja to the
State arms, and speeds them, accompanied by the sacred
horse and elephant and some troops, on their way to the
Banni Mantapa, where they await his arrival in the
evening. Then, for about two hours, His Highness pre-
sides over various feats of arms.

THE PROCESSION

'Ancient symbols, without which the vulgar would be
conscious of nothing beyond their own petty wants . . .
and never rise to the sense of community in religion and
law. There has been no great people without processions,
and the man who thinks himself too wise to be moved by
them to anything but contempt, is like the puddle that
was proud of standing alone while the river rushed by.*
Roinola, by GEORGE ELIOT.

About 4 p.m. the royal salute of 21 guns, a fanfare of
trumpets, and the strains of the Mysore National Anthem
herald the start of the Jaitra-Yatra, the march for
conquest, from the palace.

Preceded by mounted aides, sirdars and officials and
many troops, the Maharaja, accompanied by H.H, the
Yuvaraja or by Prince Jaya Chamrajendra Wadiyar, rides,
in a golden howdah, on the ambari elephant.

This splendid animal rivals his royal master in his